This is the third of three special issues of Building Acoustics containing selected papers presented at ISRA2013, the International Symposium on Room Acoustics held in Toronto, Canada, 9-11 June 2013. The 8 papers in this issue are concerned with the scattering, diffracting and absorbing properties of the surfaces of concert halls. Of course, these properties all have important effects on the acoustical conditions in concert halls. Originally only the absorbing properties of standard samples of materials, as measured in reverberation chambers, were available. It is now well understood that scattering and diffraction must also be considered and that the effective absorption of surfaces is also influenced by their size and location in a concert hall. Standard procedures are now available for measuring the scattering properties of surfaces and much effort is being addressed to including more detailed surface properties into computer prediction models.
